!6o                              GREAT AMERICANS

Sherman had sixty thousand men under his command,
and for three hundred miles he led them across the
State of Georgia. There was hardly any opposition.
This march was to be a lesson to all the rebel States,
and the Federal soldiers passed through the land like a
swarm of locusts, living upon the very best and leaving
a broad swath of destruction behind them. Factories
and public buildings were burned, the railways were
torn up, horses and mules requisitioned, and vast sup-
plies of cotton were destroyed as well as all military
stores. Nothing was left which could possibly help the
State to carry on the war. It was a terrible lesson, and
the march ended with the capture of Savannah, which
Sherman entered on the 2ist of December. Three days
later, on Christmas Eve, he sent to Lincoln this telegram,
" I beg to present to you, as a Christinas gift, the city
of Savannah, with one hundred and fifty heavy guns
and plenty of ammunition, and also about twenty-five
thousand bales of cotton."

The end was very near. It was evident to everyone
that the Confederates could not go on fighting much
longer, and on February 3, 1865, delegates from the
South met President Lincoln to discuss terms. Lin-
coln's demands were simple. The Union must be re-
stored, he said, and all slavery abolished. These terms,
however, appeared too harsh to the Southerners and
the conference ended without result.

So the dreadful war was resumed. Towards the end
of March Grant renewed his attack upon Richmond,
and this time he was successful, and on April 3 the
Federal troops entered the city which had defied them